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Part | - Monthly Activity Log

Hugust 2017

“International Summer Headegmy”, an intgnsive German language course
was offered by the University of Mannhgim for the gxchangge student.
Howgver, | missed the opportunity sineg [ was working as an intgrn in
Hugust. [ hgard that begsidgs the intgnsive languagg coursg, dgminars
about theg culturg and thinking of Germany might bg provided. I arrived at
the University of Mannhgim on 22 Hug. The Palace was brilliant, which was
ong of the attractions in Mannhgim. {Ifter the gnrollment, I travelled to
Heidelberg and Nurgmberg.

Sgptember 2017

The sgmester started in Sgptember. In this month, [ did not
travel to other placgs sincg | want to settle down myself for
my lifg in Mannhgim first. Ong special gvgnt held in
Sgptember, which was the Schloss Festival. The musgum
insidg the Palace, University of Mannhgim opgned for the
visitors for freg and therg werg lots of differegnt performance,
such as band show, fireworks and orchgstra. Therg was also
a sports day in ogptember. I tried somg ngw sports here, such
as lacrosse.
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October 2017

Wpart from thg normal classgs, | watched a liveg football mateh, which was
the FIFH World Cup Qualification, Ggrmany vs Wzerbaijan. The
atmosphere insidg the Stadium was so hot. Sineg Gegrmany was the home
team, Germans wereg so gxeited in cheering their country tgam. | had 2
grxaminations in October. {dfter the gramination of Behavior Financg, |
visited the Neuschwanstgin Castlg ngar Fuegssen, which was thg most
famous attraction in Germany and Zugspitze, the highgst mountain in
Germany (2969m) in weggkegnd. The Neuschwanstgin Castlg was so
beautiful. Ind Zugspitzg was the first snow mountain | stgpped on. 31
Octobgr and 1 Novgmber wereg holidays for the Pagy
of Reformation and (Il daints Pay. With the holidays
and wegekend, the [ travelled to Paris, FMont St. Michel
in Prance. The architgcturegs in Paris werg so grand,
like the €iffel Tower and re dg Triomphe. | also had
an intgrnational dinner with students from all around
the world.
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November 2017

In Novgmber, | travelled to Berlin and Switzerland. Berlin was the capital
of Gegrmany but the cost of gating out was gven chegaper than in Mannhgim.
The Berlin Wall was in the €ast Side Gallery, which was a opgn gallegry in
Berlin. The paintings on the Wall werg so special and symbolized Rinds of
thinking and drgam at that timg. In latg Novgmber, | travelled to Zugrich,
lsuzgrn and Interlaken in Switzerland. The natural segnerigs werge brilliant.
dnow mountains, lakg and chalgts constructed a beautiful picture. | had
stgpped on Jungfrau, theg highgst mountain in €uropg too. On top of the
mountain, there was -22°C and begcausg of the bad weather, | could not
take a beautiful picture for Jungfrau. Pilatus in lbuzgrn was also a
beautiful snow mountain. {Ind ong of the most mgmorablg thing was that
the cost of living in Switzegrland was so much higher than Ggrmany. Some
local pgoplg shared to mg that they would drive to thg ngargst city in
@Germang to buy the ngeessitigs.
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Peecegmber 2017

€xamination period started from garly Pecember. | had 3 final
grxaminations, which wereg FIN365 Risk Managgment and Financial
Institutions, FIN 401 Corporate Finance and Wpplied Multivariate
Statistics. Puring the gxam period, | had still travelled to lsondon. The cost
of gating out was similar to Hong Rong, which was a lot chgaper than
othgr countrigs. Burger & l.obster was a great rgstaurant to gat the
lobster. dfter the gramination, | went to the famous Christmas Market in
Nargmberg and Italy. [ visit four citigs of Italy, Milan, Vegnicg, Floregneg and
Rome. Among thesg four citigs, | likg Florgneg the most, the panoramic
vigw of Florgneg was inergdibly beautiful.




Part (I - general Exchange nformation

Visa Procedures

The Visa application was not that difficult as mentioned by others.
Pregpared and hand-in all the required materials for the application, the
application is simple. The proof of the financial support might bg the most
annoying item but it was still simplg if gour pargnts were availablg to go
with gou and sign the certificatg of duaranteg for you. Remember to ask
theg host university for theg proof of the €nglish coursgs provision oncg
you got the contact of your gxechange coordinator, ask STHO to issug the
insurancg certificatg for your gxechange period and ask SBM Officg for the
proof of €nglish Igvel and continuing study at HRUST after return.

Origntation etivitigs

Origntation Wegek was from the late Jugust to garly Sgptember. There werg
a campus tour, a origntation sgssion held by the degpartment about course
registration and important information regarding the acadgmic study,
anothgr origntation sgssions held by the international officg and
Studigrendgnwerk about the Iggal matter and German study organization,
rgsidgnce matter and important contacts and therg was a weglecomg
recgption for the intgrnational studgnts to gnjoy snacks and rgfrgshments
in a relaxed atmosphere. Varigs welecoming partigs held by VISUM, the
studgnt union of theg University of Mannhgim, studgnts could participate in
the partigs with farg.

Intgrnational Serviegs & Hctivitigs

University of Mlannhgim providgs intgrnational sgrviegs and mang cultural
activitigs for gxechangg students to participate in and thg prioritigs arg
given to the studgnts who registered for the cultural courses. The
activitigs might includg visiting the Nazi Mlusgum, the ecgntral bank and
stock grehangg in Frankfurt.



Hdecommodations

Only off-campus dormitorigs or privatg rgntal housing werg availablg
when studigd at University of Mannhgim. (dithough Ulmegnweg 55 was the
furthgst dormitory from the university, [ think it was theg begst destination
for living as it was convgnigneg and safg when you went back to
Ulmegnweg at night as bus/tram stop was just next to the Housg 1 and
Housg 2. | lived in Housg 1 during my gxchangg, therg would be clgangrs
to clgan thg common floor, toilgts and bathroom regularly. Hlouse 1
containgd the laundry and it was ngar the 2 supgrmarket, Netto and idl
and also ngar the bus and tram stop. Taking Bus 60 or Tram 4/4M from
aniversity to Ulmegnweg took around 20 minutges.

Coursg Registration

Course Catalog was posted on the wegbpagg of the intgrnational officg of
the University of Mannhgim. tudgnts had to segnd a list of coursegs to the
degpartment’s gxechangg coordinator at the beginning of the sgmester. For
most of the busingss and geconomies courses, only gramination
registration was required, remember to register for the gram during the
registration period.

Teaching & {dssgssment Methods

Workload from theg study in University of Mannhgim was so much lowger
than that from HRUST. dmong my 5 courses, only 1 course containgd the
weeRly assignment. domg of the coursegs werg 100% based on the final
gxam. {Ind thus s¢lf-lgarning was important as no practicgs were given by
the professors.

Sports & Reereation Facilities

Mangy sports clubs werg provided by the university. Studgnts who
intgrgsted in sports could participate in their favorite sports or Igarn ngw
sports but thosg facilitics were probably off-campus, such as gym was
located in P7.



finance and Banking

The expenses will dgpend on ygour living stylg and travels during
gxchangge. For the wholg sgmester, | spent around HR$ 50,000. Be aware
that tigng &¢gng Bank card to take out mongy through Union pay was
availablg in the 9TM of Commerz Bank. Bank of China card was only able
to takg 200 €UR per transaction in Sparkasse Bank. Credit Card was
important for theg onling transactions for booking accommodation, train,
bus or flight. It was bgtter for you to preparg ong for your travel.

Social Clubs and Networking Opportunitigs

VISUM, the student union, would organized lots of activitigs throughout
the wholg sgmgster. You could participate in their gvegnts if gou want to
meet ngw frignds and understand morg about their culturg by dirget
convgrsation with the intgrnational studgnts.

tigalth and dafety

Bring some medicing in caseg of you might sick during the grchange. |
think Mannhgim was a safg city bat still bg awarg of your phong and
mongy.

food

Cating out was gxpegnsive in Mannhgim. The on-campus cafeteria and
cantegn werg relatively cheaper bat not tasted very good. Therefore, |
cooked for myself mostly. €very itgems in supgrmarket were cheap, such
as 3 pizzas in a box only cost for €UR 1.3. [ recommend studgnts cook for
goursglvegs and savg for the travelling. You could gnjoy morg cuising
when gou travelled to other citigs/countrigs.

Transportation

Beforg the gnrollment, students had to pay for gvery singlg travel, which
cost €UR 2.5 gach. (dfter the gnrollment for theg University of Mannhgim,
studgnts werg ablg to buy theg sgmester ticket with the Student [P, which
cost for €UR 165, for theg 6-month local transportation, which also
included the gntirg gastern VRN region. Using the university gmail
(Mannhgim ong) to register for the VRN bike, studegnts could use the rental
bike servicg for free for the first 30 minates.



Climatg

The climatg is quitg hot until the late Sgptgmber in Mannhgim. {Ind the
temperaturg might be down to -1°C in November and Pecember. There
would bg snowing in winter but sincg gvergwhere had the heaters, just be
cargful and wgar morg clothgs whgn you werg in outdoor.

Communication

In somg regstaurants and supegrmarkets, only German mena and
deseription werg provided. Google translatg would be your greater helper
on this issug. {lso, their staff might not know €nglish too. legarn some
basic Ggrman if you have time.

Part (Il — (tewms to Bring

* Passport, admission Igtter, insurancg

* Medicing

* Jdufficignt amount of cash

* Clothing for both summer and winter

* Small sizg suitcasg/backpack for travelling
* Portablg charge and its cablgs

* plug board

* Credit card, Pebit Card



Part IV - Useful Links and Contacts

Course Catalog

https://www?2.uni-
mannheim.de/io/english/incoming exchange students/course catalogues/cours
e catalogue spring semester 2018/index.html

University of Mannheim -- International Office

https://www?2.uni-mannheim.de/io/english/startpage/index.html

Visa Affair, German Consulate General Hong Kong

http://www.hongkong.diplo.de/Vertretung/hongkong/en/03Info/Visum/visa.htm
|




